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heavenly hierarchies, instructions given by
angels, and so on. But the lack of suit-
able pupils caused the Mysteries to be
withdrawn as an institution publicly known
to exist, and teaching was given more and
more secretly to those rarer and rarer
souls, who by learning, purity, and devotion
showed themselves capable of receiving it.
No longer were schools to be found where-
in the preliminary teachings were given,
and with the disappearance of these the
"door was shut"

Two streams may nevertheless be
tracked through Christendom, streams
which had as their source the vanished
Mysteries. One was the stream of mystic
learning, flowing from the Wisdom, the
Gnosis, imparted in the Mysteries; the
other was the stream of mystic contem-
plation, equally part of the Gnosis, leading
to the exstasy, to spiritual vision. This
latter, however, divorced from knowledge,
rarely attained the true exstasis, and tended
.either to run riot in the lower regions of
the invisible worlds, or to lose itself amid
a variegated crowd of subtle superphysical
forms, visible as objective appearances to